
 

 

Heat Transfer Vinyl (HTV) is a type of material used for applying designs or graphics to various 
fabrics and textiles using heat and pressure. Here's a description of the process and the material: 

1. Material: HTV is made from a thin, flexible plastic material coated with a heat-activated 
adhesive on one side. The vinyl comes in a variety of colors, finishes (like matte, glossy, 
glitter, or metallic), and patterns. 

2. Application Process: 
o First, the design is cut out of the vinyl using a cutting machine (like a Cricut or 

Silhouette). 
o The excess vinyl (the part of the design you don't want) is carefully weeded away, 

leaving only the desired graphic. 
o The vinyl design is then placed on the fabric, with the adhesive side facing down. 
o Using a heat press or an iron, heat and pressure are applied to bond the vinyl to 

the fabric. The heat activates the adhesive, causing it to stick to the fabric's fibers. 
3. Common Uses: HTV is commonly used for creating custom t-shirts, hats, bags, 

sweatshirts, and other wearable items. It's also used for making personalized items such 
as home décor and accessories. 

4. Durability: Once applied properly, HTV is long-lasting and can endure washing, though 
it's important to follow proper care instructions to maintain its durability (e.g., avoiding 
direct ironing over the vinyl, washing in cold water, and air drying). 

5. Variety: HTV comes in a wide range of types, including: 
o Standard Vinyl: Basic, smooth, and versatile for most applications. 
o Glitter/Metallic: Adds sparkle or shine to designs. 
o Stretch or Flex: Ideal for athletic wear, as it can stretch with the fabric. 
o Flock: Has a velvety texture, giving a unique look and feel. 
o Puff    Has a velvety embossed  

Heat Transfer Vinyl is popular for its versatility, allowing for intricate designs to be transferred 
onto fabric quickly and efficiently, making it ideal for DIY projects or small-scale customization. 

 

Heat Transfer Vinyl (HTV) is a popular material for customizing fabric items like t-shirts, 
hoodies, bags, and more. It comes in different types, each with specific properties and best uses 
depending on the fabric type and the look you want to achieve. Here’s an overview of the 
different HTV types and which fabrics they are most suitable for: 

1. Standard (Matte or Glossy) HTV 

 Description: This is the most common and widely used type of HTV. It comes in both 
matte and glossy finishes, with the glossy version giving a shiny appearance, and the 
matte providing a more subdued, non-reflective finish. 

 Suitable Fabrics:   



 

 

 

o Cotton 
o Polyester 
o Cotton/polyester blends 
o Rayon 
o Lycra/spandex 
o Nylon (some formulations) 

 Best Use: T-shirts, sweatshirts, hats, bags, and other fabric 
items. Great for general purpose designs and multi-colored applications. 

2. Stretch PU Vinyl HTV 

 Description: As the name suggests, this type of HTV is designed to stretch along with 
the fabric, making it ideal for garments that need to retain their flexibility, like athletic 
wear or leggings. 

 Suitable Fabrics: 
o Spandex 
o Lycra 
o Stretchy blends (like athletic wear) 
o Performance fabrics 

 Best Use: Activewear, gym clothes, tight-fitting garments. Ideal for fabrics that require 
flexibility and movement. 

3. Flock HTV 

 

 Description: Flock HTV has a velvety, textured 
surface that gives a raised effect. It’s thicker than 
regular HTV and adds a unique tactile look. 

 Suitable Fabrics: 
o Cotton 
o Polyester 
o Blends 

 Best Use: High-end or luxury apparel, custom 
designs with a textured feel (e.g., logos or personalized names), and items where a more 
unique finish is desired. 

4. Glitter HTV 

 

 



 

 

 

 Description: Glitter HTV has tiny glitter particles 
embedded within it, giving it a sparkly finish. It’s 
popular for children's clothing or fashion items that 
need a fun, eye-catching look. 

 Suitable Fabrics: 
o Cotton 
o Polyester 
o Blends 

 Best Use: Party wear, kids' clothing, special event 
shirts, and accessories. It’s great for adding a flashy, 
fun touch to any design. 

5. Metallic HTV 

  

 

 Description: Metallic HTV gives a shiny, metallic look to your designs. It comes in 
various colors (gold, silver, rose gold, etc.) and offers a reflective finish. 

 Suitable Fabrics: 
o Cotton 
o Polyester 
o Blends 

 Best Use: Fashion apparel, custom designs that require a shiny or futuristic look, or to 
create stand-out graphic elements. 

6. Holographic HTV 

 



 

 

 

 Description: Holographic HTV creates a 
rainbow or prism effect, which changes depending on 
how the light hits it. It's very eye-catching and popular 
for creating dynamic designs. 

 Suitable Fabrics: 
o Cotton 
o Polyester 
o Blends 

 Best Use: Fashion items, party wear, 
costumes, or anything that needs an eye-catching 
effect. 

7. Glow-in-the-Dark HTV 

 

 Description: Glow-in-the-dark HTV is great for 
creating designs that light up in low-light 
conditions. 

 Suitable Fabrics: 
o Cotton 
o Polyester 
o Blends 

 Best Use: Halloween costumes, safety apparel, 
nightwear, or any garment where you want a 
glowing effect 

 

8 Puff vinyle 

 

 Description: Flock HTV has a soft velvety, embossed 
surface that gives a raised effect. It’s thicker than regular HTV 
and adds a unique tactile look. 

 Suitable Fabrics: 
o Cotton 
o Polyester 
o Blends 

Best Use: High-end or luxury apparel, custom designs with a textured feel (e.g., logos or 
personalized names), and items where a more unique finish is desired 

 

 

 



 

 

9 Light Reflective in dark  

 

1. Reflective 
Properties: Reflects 
light, making it 
highly visible at 
night or in dark 
environments. 

2. Durability: 
Resistant to 
washing, fading, 
and wear, ensuring that the reflective quality remains intact over time. 

3. Ease of Application: Can be applied using a heat press or iron, making it simple to apply 
to fabrics and garments. 

4. Versatility: Available in different colors, patterns, and sizes, and can be used on various 
textiles, including cotton, polyester, and blends. 

5. High-Performance: Often used in high-visibility clothing, safety wear, and sports 
uniforms for enhanced safety. 

10 Metallic reflector embossed 

 

 Description: Metallic embosed HTV gives a shiny, 
metallic look to your designs. It comes in various colors 
(gold, silver, rose gold, etc.) and offers a reflective finish. 

 Suitable Fabrics: 
o Cotton 
o Polyester 
o Blends 

 Best Use: Fashion apparel, custom designs that require a 
shiny or futuristic look, or to create stand-out graphic 
elements. 

11. Sublimation HTV 

 Description: This HTV is used for fabrics that are hard to apply regular HTV to, like 
polyester or performance fabrics. The design is sublimated into the fabric fibers, offering 
a more permanent and vibrant result. 

 Suitable Fabrics: 
o 100% Polyester 
o Polymer-coated items 

 Best Use: Sportswear, polyester shirts, mugs, and other sublimation-ready substrates. 

  

 



 

 

12. Printable HTV 

 Description: Printable HTV allows you to print full-color designs (using an inkjet 
printer) directly onto the vinyl. After printing, you use a heat press to transfer the design 
to fabric. 

 Suitable Fabrics: 
o Cotton 
o Polyester 
o Blends 

 Best Use: Full-color photo prints, custom designs with lots of detail or gradients, and 
items where high-resolution printing is needed. 

13. Peel-and-Press (EasyWeed) HTV 

 Description: This is an easy-to-use HTV that allows you to cut intricate designs, and it 
has a pressure-sensitive backing that makes it easy to peel and apply. It's known for its 
durability and ease of use. 

 Suitable Fabrics: 
o Cotton 
o Polyester 
o Blends 

 Best Use: Custom t-shirts, hats, and bags. It's great for people who want easy application 
and a soft finish. 

14. ChromaBliss HTV (Color-Changing) 

 Description: This type of HTV changes color with temperature. It's an interesting effect 
often used in novelty or kids' clothing. 

 Suitable Fabrics: 
o Cotton 
o Polyester 
o Blends 

 Best Use: Fun fashion designs for kids or novelty apparel where the color-changing 
effect adds a playful element. 

Conclusion: 

When choosing the right HTV, consider the fabric type, the effect you're looking for (matte, 
glossy, shiny, textured, etc.), and the intended use of the item. For cotton or polyester, standard 
HTV or glitter HTV is ideal. For stretchy fabrics like spandex, go with stretch HTV. If you want 
something flashy, glitter, metallic, or holographic HTV is the way to go! 

https://giftingshop.in/  

Ready Vinyl Cut Design Guidelines 



 

 

Creating designs for vinyl cutting requires a different approach than traditional digital printing. 
Vinyl cutting uses a plotter or cutter to slice out shapes from adhesive-backed vinyl, which is 
then applied to surfaces like windows, walls, or vehicles. To ensure your design cuts cleanly, 
transfers easily, and looks great once applied, follow these guidelines: 

1. Use Vector Artwork 

 File Format: Always work with vector-based designs (like SVG, EPS, AI). These 
formats use mathematical paths, ensuring that the design can be scaled to any size 
without losing quality. Raster images (JPEG, PNG, TIFF) should be avoided unless 
they're converted into vector files. 

 Paths and Curves: Keep your design composed of clean paths and curves. If your design 
includes text or complex shapes, make sure they are converted into paths (outlines) to 
ensure that the cutter reads them correctly. 

2. Design at the Right Scale 

 Proper Size: Design your artwork at the actual size or a scale that's easy to work with. 
The size of the design affects cutting precision and transfer tape usage. 

 Minimum Size: Keep the smallest cut lines at least 1/8” (3mm) wide. Any smaller, and 
the cutter might struggle to accurately produce the detail. 

3. Simplify Your Design 

 Avoid Fine Detail: The vinyl cutter is best suited for designs with bold shapes and clear 
outlines. Extremely fine lines and intricate details may not cut well. 

 Avoid Overlapping Elements: Overlapping paths or closed shapes can confuse the 
cutter. Make sure each element in your design is separate and clearly defined. 

4. Use Solid Colors 

 Vinyl cutters can only cut one color at a time. Designs should be composed of solid 
colors (without gradients, shading, or intricate textures). If your design has multiple 
colors, it will be cut as separate layers. 

 Layering: If you want multiple colors in your design, separate them into different layers. 
You can cut each layer in the corresponding vinyl color and apply them one by one. 

5. Work with Clear and Bold Fonts 

 Font Size: If your design includes text, ensure the font is bold enough and readable at the 
intended size. Fonts with thin strokes may not cut properly or may be too delicate to 
apply. 

 Outline Text: Convert any text into outlines (paths) so that the vinyl cutter reads it as a 
shape instead of as text that can be altered. 

6. Ensure Proper Spacing and Kerning 



 

 

 Spacing Between Letters: Ensure there’s enough space between letters (kerning) so they 
don’t get cut too close together, which might make them hard to apply as individual 
pieces. 

 Spacing in Design: Maintain appropriate spacing between the various elements in your 
design to avoid cutting issues. 

Here’s a detailed description you can use for vinyl prints, including 
washing instructions, handling and care instructions, and suitable fabrics 
for printing: 

 

Vinyl Print Details: 

Vinyl printing is a popular method for applying graphics, logos, and designs onto various fabrics 
and surfaces. This process uses high-quality adhesive vinyl that is heat-pressed onto the material, 
creating a durable, long-lasting design. Vinyl prints can be applied to a wide variety of fabric 
types and are known for their vibrant colors, sharp details, and ability to withstand wear. 

 

Washing Instructions for Vinyl Prints: 

1. Turn Garment Inside Out: Always turn the item with the vinyl print inside out before 
washing to prevent the design from direct contact with the agitator. 

2. Cold Water Wash: Wash the fabric in cold water (preferably under 30°C or 86°F) to 
maintain the integrity of the vinyl. Avoid using hot water, as it can cause the vinyl to peel 
or crack over time. 

3. Gentle Cycle: Use a gentle cycle or delicate setting to minimize friction that may 
damage the vinyl print. 

4. Avoid Fabric Softeners: Do not use fabric softeners, as they can weaken the adhesive of 
the vinyl print and cause it to lift or crack. 

5. Air Dry: Always air dry the garment by laying it flat or hanging it to dry. Avoid machine 
drying as high heat can damage the vinyl print. 

6. Ironing: If ironing is necessary, place a cloth between the iron and the vinyl print to 
avoid direct heat contact. Iron on a low setting (avoid steam). 

 

Handle and Care Instructions: 

1. Avoid Scraping or Pulling: Vinyl prints can be scratched or damaged if they come into 
contact with rough surfaces. Be cautious when handling or storing items with vinyl 
prints. 



 

 

2. Store Properly: When storing, avoid folding garments in a way that puts pressure on the 
print. Hang items or store them flat to avoid creases or damage to the vinyl. 

3. Regular Inspection: Occasionally check the vinyl print for any signs of wear, such as 
peeling edges or cracking. If any issues are detected, reapply heat to reseal the print or 
consult a professional if it requires repair. 

 

Suitable Fabrics for Vinyl Printing: 

1. Cotton: One of the best fabrics for vinyl printing due to its smooth surface, softness, and 
ability to bond well with vinyl. 

2. Polyester: Ideal for polyester-based fabrics or blends, as they hold the print well and 
maintain vibrant colors. Polyester also has excellent durability when combined with 
vinyl. 

3. Cotton-Polyester Blends: These fabrics also work well for vinyl printing and provide a 
nice balance of comfort and durability. 

4. Lycra/Spandex: Works great for stretchable fabrics like activewear and athletic apparel, 
though it's essential to ensure the vinyl is designed to stretch. 

5. Canvas and Denim: Heavier fabrics such as canvas and denim are also suitable for vinyl 
printing, making them perfect for tote bags, jackets, and other accessories. 

 

Vinyl prints are an excellent choice for long-lasting, vibrant designs, especially when these care 
instructions are followed. The right fabric and proper care ensure that the vinyl print stays intact, 
keeping the design looking fresh for years. 

 


